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Hello listening friends, we are glad that you’ve
joined us one more time.
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And | want to remind you that in our last

broadcast we saw that God made a personal
and conditional promise to Elijah.
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And Elijah aligned himself in obedience to
God.
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That is why God sent the fire to the mountain
which supernaturally consumed everything.

Rl Ay bt B Rk, IR T

He made a promise to Elijah to send the rain
and he kept his promise.

ARV AR 2 BN, RARISG 1

Elijah warned Ahab to return home quickly
because it was going to rain.
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Remember, that this was the rain which would

end the drought that they had for the last three
years.
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What happened next then?
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Ahab went down to eat and drink but Elijah
went up to kneel on the promises of God.
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Think with me just for a moment.

AR AT,
Both men saw the hand of God working
mightily.
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Both men saw the power of God manifested.
(U NE SN AT NG

Both men experienced the greatest
supernatural intervention of God since the
Exodus.
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But one went off in a broodish, animalistic
way to eat and drink.

H— R B AL R B e,

And the other went up in humility to God,
clinging to the promises of God.
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What should this tell us?

EEPRRAIF A2

Miracles will not necessarily make people
believe.

ML AT AN WA REAENARE A

Jesus performed many miracles, but many
people did not believe.

HRERATILVF 2403, U398 NS,

There were miracles right before Ahab’s eyes,
but it did not scratch his heart.

PRE A DAL I IRTT, A=A DL

The spiritual blindness was there and the
miracle made no difference.

J& RAJIREE 1, ARATHEAEA -

There is something else here that | want to tell
you about Elijah's prayer.

KT UM FE S, B4 —HE A
When Elijah went up to pray, he prayed
specifically.

M UARNEFE & I, 2 AR EA )

Can you see his specific prayer in the text?
PREET MBI 5 oo B AR5 ?
Can you find it?

FERFHIG?

There is no prayer recorded in this passage.
X4 A A R R
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The Holy Spirit who authored the Bible did not
record it here in | Kings 18.

XRIFBAH BN EL EREELE 18 H
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But he recorded it 800 years later in James
5:17.

HI7E 800 4 f5 idfEMES15 5: 17,

Where it says the following,
TR L XA YL «
Elijah was a man just like us.

CARE 5 BATE RSN,

He prayed earnestly that it would not rain and
it did not rain.

b B V# 5 SRAE M,
For three and a half years,
M =FEZ NN HAATHEH L,

And then again he prayed and the heavens
gave rain and the earth produced its crops.

ST, Rtk FRIR, B .

What do you think he was praying about on
top of that mountain?

PRI MAE L bR i et 2 2

Was it just a general prayer, o, Lord, bless
everybody everywhere.

e RS, Yl B GaEL
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That’s what some Christians do.

A LB R XA 1Y,

I am convinced in my heart that he was
praying this way.
FRABAE AR 7 s -

Lord, you have promised me that if | stood
before Ahab, it would rain.
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I know you are going to fulfill your promise.
FRANIE AR TE KB 5

I want to ask you a question.
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Do you know why prayer is such a burden on
S0 many people?

N 2ARZ N G 5 2 EAH ?
Because of the ambiguity of our prayers.
R FAT T4 5 AR S,

We look upon prayer as if it is a task.
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We feel that the task is too heavy and so we
end up with such a prayer, o, God, bless
everybody everywhere.
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Well, I am known to forget a few things on
some occasions.

RZ NEniEA IR ES,
All my colleagues know that.

FI [F) THRHNIE

Sometimes someone will ask me about my
phone number.

ANF AT IS5,

And then what would happen if | say to the
person, well, it’s 867-96, uh, or something like
that.

WaH il e, A5 867-96,

Just try all the numbers and see if you can get
me.

o U UREBE R A A S, A E
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Or if you ask for my street address.

AN SRR IR B ik,

Sometimes I call my secretary and ask, what’s
our address.

A I P ) e AR A i

Sometimes | forget.

ANEET,

What if | would tell a person, well, my home is
on 35, or 95 I’m not really sure, just come
anyway.
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Normal people don’t give information in a
vague way like this.
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Okay, think spiritually with me for a moment.
U, AEFRATR RS R 7,

I have never seen great prayers in the Bible to
be ambiguous prayers.
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These are always prayers that come to God
with specific requests.

TR R B S AR L A 849 T R
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Some people out of a sense of reverence they
don’ twant to be specific with God.

AL NDUAIRATTZE R A, Fr AN Z Bk
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Let me put an end to that fallacy.

U LE TR P X AR I o

When Jesus said in Matthew 10:30 that the
hairs on your head are counted for.

HR SR 7E 5 K AR 10: 30 Fiid, w241
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It doesn’t mean that he simply knows how
many are there.

A EERA JUR LK,
They are numbered.

KON AL T

Meaning that he knows which hairs are in the
brush this morning.

MH, HIRSRE BRI TR LR,
GLRIEPSTHER

He has chronological records of every single
hair on your head.

PRAGEFAR SR A A AL P AL 3K

If God is that specific and detailed with you,
you need to be that specific and detailed with
God.

A SRAR G A R A R, Rt B4
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Elijah prayed specifically.

DA AR B A4 2

But he also prayed obediently.

(IR, At A7 5 IR ) o 75 5

He prayed clinging to the promises of God.
b ST A ) S VA 755

And he also prayed persistently.

fib 1 AR

Now this part is a challenge for me.

X RN R AR A

Jesus often taught that it is not the length of
prayer.

HRERFCT AT, 75 AL T s

It is not the language of prayer.

5 t ANE P a0AAT 38 1] 5

It is not the posture of prayer.

¥ i ANEF T 2 LB,

But it is persistence in prayer.

IMAEF- 2 R T %,
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And that’s what God desires.
XM O .

And | don’t understand everything about
persistence in prayer.

TA T AT AR FFA R
But | know that it is the word of God.
{H RN TE X A2 UL o

The greatest challenge to all of us is
persistence in prayer.

FFEEAWTIRE TS, WA N R — Ak
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In Luke chapter 18 verses 1 to 5 Jesus said.
B AR 18 # 1 % 5717, HR&RUL,

There was a woman who pestered an ungodly
judge and kept beating on his door until the
judge answered her.

AATEE, ARWEE — DA SO E R E b
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Even though | don’t fear God, yet because this

widow keeps bothering me, | will see that she
gets justice.

FEAEM M, HRXFEGIE, Eis
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In Matthew 26:36,

LK 26: 36,

You find Jesus himself in Gethsemane
persistent in prayer about the will of the father.

HRERAEZC VT By e b, ASWTHboR RACH) &
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In Mark 7:24 and 30.
LRIAR T 7 5 24 3 30 7,

The Syro-Pheonician woman who came and

sought Jesus on behalf of her daughter stayed
until he answered her.

—fI RN, VB 2 LRRER
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Let me repeat again, that | don’t understand
everything about persistence in prayer.

P, AW A A RFANES,

But everywhere in the Scripture, you encounter
that Biblical teaching about persistence in
prayer.

BAEEZE T, AW H IR A5 1R SR 2
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Here’s what it says to me.

X ERL,
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It says to me that there is something about
persistence that belongs together with God’s
promises.

FEA R 5 A 1 N VE RS AH R

Now I’m not talking about personal desires or
wants.

ARG NI K,
I’m talking about God’s promises.
WU, PN

How did Elijah persist in prayer?
DA SIP. fn ey U2 4 b Ay SR Vg 2

43 of chapter 18.

EHIE L0 & 18 % 43 T,

Elijah sent his servant to look for clouds 7
times.

PIRE-BIR ZMB AN B i BT R A B
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After the first time, he could have given up.
F BRI, AASK T LU

After the second time he could have said, well,
God is not going to answer me.

B IR IR DA, A2 B R T
After the third time he could have said, well, |
have had enough victory for one day.

FEUORKBUMB AT LAY, G, RIEARE
2wt 1, BOREE;
Or after sending him for the fourth time he

could have said, oh, I must have
misunderstood God’s promises.

FRHEANNRE G, MRATELS, &—
TE SRS T RNV

And after sending him out the fifth time, he
could have begun to doubt God.

ANNEE FLRIEIR S5, A AT UG = A= PR 5
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Or after the sixth time, he could have been
angry with God as some of us do.

FANIRZ e, AbE A AT DUB A 28 NASRE X
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But he was persistent in prayer even to the
seventh time.
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Let’s just recount again.
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He prayed specifically.
by EL AR Hh 5 4

He prayed obediently.
Ath IR A b 5 45 5

He prayed clinging to the promises of God.
AT e 0 I VP4 1 5

He prayed persistently.
fh A A 1 5

But he also prayed expectantly.
[ At A A A

He believed with all of his heart that God was
going to keep his word.

fib 2O S AR (S A E (5 T S

And that is why he kept on sending his servant
until the seventh time.

Fr bt sE-BIRE M AN ZE -

He should have been shocked if God did not
keep his word.

IEARAIANT AR, M52 2R R .

Do you know how you can tell he was
expectant?

TG 2 S AR S5 2

As soon as the servant came to say that he saw
a cloud as small as a man’s hand.

AR B, BN R, DT
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He immediately believed that the rain is
coming.

ML ZAE R EE T T,

That is an expectancy in prayer.

X A I B 45 4

Now if you examine this passage very closely,

you’re going to notice that Elijah would have
been surprised if God had not answered.

WERARF AR B E SO it = 2], fiE A
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Most of us are surprised when God answers
prayer.
—FRNAERR B N I, AR BT
And that is why 2800 years later, we are
reading about Elijah and studying about Elijah.

Kl 2800 FE 2 R 4R, FRATTZESE 3] FFR
W EAFAIE () 25328

Why?

N4t

Because he persisted in prayer.

PR i M 5 5 1
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Because he was not surprised by God’s answer
to prayer.

RN S Fe i, Al — s ERANR U

Finally, when God fulfilled his promise, Elijah
stayed humble before God.

B, A S A R A R
IEIRS" E2

Elijah after the victory, he tucked his cloak and
he ran before King Ahab.

AUAERER G, ABIESMAR AR AR E,
AL NV £ T

Now this is an act of submission and humility.
IX S — T e SR 1) 25 5

To run before the king is to subordinate
yourself to him as a servant.

NI EGER LIPS !

Elijah didn’t have to do that.

DA E AR SR AN 75 X A4 1

He could have said, ah-ha, now I’ve got Ahab
exactly where | want him.

AR LA, XN ATAE, IR T .

Or he could have looked at Ahab and said,
Ahab, I am in and you’re out.

BCE AR AT DARSE WS U, i 1, -5 T .
But he didn’t.

fh BiX A AE,

Why?

N4

Elijah was adamant that everybody must know
that this great act was God’s act.

DARNEFT € 3 s 21k NJniE,
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Not Elijah’s act.

AR CLANE HIAE A o

I want to ask you this question.
P A ARIXA [ 85

What are you doing with the conditional
promises of God?

RG] (] AT 26 A L 2

Are you refusing to keep the condition?

PRYE 20 JE AT 254 ?

Or are you rationalizing why you don’t have to
keep the conditions?

B VR U B AT Z Sy 2 ?

Or you may have just S|mply given up?

e 20 9 €

LA SV AE A T
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There are Christians who don’t know how to
appropriate the promises of God.

A LB AR A AT S IR I R
Crowfoot.
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Crowfoot was a great chief of the Black Foot
confederacy in south Canada.

5 1 D T 0 K B M 22 TG R R P K

When crowfoot gave the Canadian Pacific
Railroad permission to cross their land.

Al FCVFINZE R AT BRI 2 R AE AL -3t
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They wanted to do something special for him.
NI R4S
In return for his gracious act.

DNEIE S AN

So he was given the railway pass that he could
use anywhere in Canada for the rest of his life.

IR — K KEE, i —3E TR kBT
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Crowfoot put the railway pass in a leather case
and carried it around his neck for the rest of his
life.

b — B KRR AR L, HEAEE T
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Yet he never took advantage of this wonderful
gift.
1B ISR L XA 4LA

He never traveled on the railway.

b A A TRk 2
He had the gift.
(LESERY/R

But he never used it.

EIAAE

Tragically this is the way Christians treat the
promises of God.

TR, SEEE R IR A R B

They may hang them on the walls.

A AT R N VAR S b

They may believe in them in their heads.
AT R AE K EAHAS

But they don’t know how to appropriate it.
(ERNVSIEEREE R

Let me give you and illustration

iR
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If you give me a check,

R | — KSR,

And | take that check and put it in my pocket.
AU SCERTAE 4R

And | would never deposit it in the bank.
A AFRIT T H,

That check is useless, right?

Rk B AL,

I have never appropriated that gift that you
have given me.

FMBA LIRS FRATALD o

Now the Holy Spirit has given gifts to each of
us.

ERWA G FAFE—DN,
The Holy Spirit has given us promises.
EREIAINTF,

And some of you have been given personal
promises from the Lord.

PRI B3 2 45 VRS0 B R PF
What do you do with these promises?
PRIGHT: [B] R IK L 8] Vg 2

How you appropriate these promises?

PRIGHEAT R VT 5030 ?

That is dependent on you.
SEAALEFARIIEE

Do you want to be blessed in any way?
PRABAE & J7 T ZEARNS ?

Do you want to be blessed financially?
PRABFERRI b 5EARN ?

Well do you give your tithe to the Lord?
R R okt — 2 ?

Because the Bible said, give and it will be
given back to you.

RN, R4 TR IR .

Do you want to be blessed spiritually and have
victory in certain areas in your life?

PRAEAE R R 7 T SEARAF D 2

Well, examine your calendar, find out how
long you spent in studying the word of God
and in prayer.
EAEVRAICF G, B IRURTES A B 15 T
M, AT AN R ?

Do you want your family to be blessed?
PRAEAR I R SRR 2
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Then find out how long do you spend in
instructing them and teaching them about the
word of God and in prayer.

WA, IRIE T Z /DR RE S T e
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God is true to his laws that he has set in
motion.

PR ST A E O BV,
And he said that when you sow, you will reap.

WYL, ARF R A, R4

When you keep the condition of the promise,
the fulfillment will take place.

st S IVAZRIIE S (VA D S 53/
Will you renew your commitment to cling to
the promises of God tonight,

i B T P K AT A ) L TF

And remain faithful to the condition s of the
promise?

I R SEAT MLV ) 2% A0 2

Join us next time when you will learn the

surprising emotional turn that can occur after
victory,

ARSI MR H, RATZE B A Z
Ja, fENGY EREANEAT

Until next time, we wish you God’s richest
blessing.
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